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22.4(239) ]2 41.4 (99)
FH S 55 3.8(9)
E 16.7 (40)
Hilr = % EIEE 60.4 (247)
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RN SES 10.5 (43)
E 16.9 (69)
B B 2 B SRS & 37.8 (65)
16.1 (172) T",ﬁ%fé@ EY 8.7 (15)
HH]E K 37.2 (64)
E 16.3 (28)
] E 31.7 (78)
23.1 (246) ,?ﬁﬁmﬁe =Y 16.7 (41)
EEIEE 36.2 (89)
FHES SRS & 15.4 (38)

100.0 (1066)
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I lived my short life to the full

But also heard my nation’s cry
With my comrades | answered her call
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Prepared to fight, prepared to die

So loving, so brave, so sadly missed
With love and pride

Our precious son and brother (338)
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F= BRI N PR @ (1998-2000)

(A) T[?ﬁﬂb‘%} Y (1998) (N)%
2000
T E= Ay = S
HE2 K I NS & E Y
- (69) (47) M (20) (137
T+ 50.4 343 7 14.6 100.0
78.4 49.0 12.5 51.3 59.3
=0 (15) (41) 4 (16) (76)
AL 19.7 53.9 5.3 21.1 100.0
B~ 17.0 4.7 50.0 41.0 32.9
) (®) 3 3) (18)
i * 222 44.4 16.7 16.7 100.0
45 8.3 375 7.7 7.8
" (88) (96) (8) (39) (231)
5 38.1 41.6 35 16.9 100.0
¥=31.839 df=6 p<.001
(B) €82 &¥H (1998) N)%
2000
T = fEhay E= S
PSR BN E
EE EE
(77) (26) (8) (28) (139)
N, 55.4 18.7 5.8 20.1 100.0
59 31.7 53.1 18.6 424 34.7
T - (127) (19) (18) (30) (194)
L 65.5 9.8 9.3 15.5 100.0
B~ 523 38.8 419 455 484
(39) e (17) (®) (68)
st > 57.4 5.9 25.0 11.8 100.0
16.0 8.2 39.5 12.1 17.0
= (243) (49) (43) (66) (401)
60.6 12.2 10.7 16.5 100.0

¥=28.127 df=6 p<.001
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iy 16.7 36.1 8.3 38.9 100.0
6.6 13.1 33.3 35.0 15.1
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38.1 41.4 3.8 16.7 100.0

¥=32.983 df=6 p<.001
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o (247) (50) (43) (69) (409)
AT 60.4 12.2 10.5 16.9 100.0
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Romance and Bread:
A Preliminary Study of the Identity Change in
Taiwan

Naiteh Wu

Research Fellow
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Abstract

The conflict of national identities has surfaced as the most salient
issue in Taiwan’s politics since the country became a full-fledged
democracy in the late 1980’s. The studies on nationalism in Taiwan have
also been mushrooming in the recent years. Many previous studies have
found a steady trend of identity change in the past decade among the
general populace: the rise of Taiwanese identity with the decline of
Chinese identity. Using the data collected in a panel study of interview
surveys conducted in 1998 and 2000, this paper however finds the high
volatility of national identity among the general public. Significant
portions in all three major nationalist groups, namely the Taiwanese
nationalists, the Chinese nationalists, and the pragmatists, had changed
their identities in the period of two years. This paper also weighs the
effects of material interests and affection as two contrary factors on the
change of national identity. While the former, coming from the economic
inducement of China, drags people away from the position of Taiwan
independence, the latter, based on the cultural-ethnic identity with
Taiwan, consolidates this position. This paper finds that in the particular
period when the surveys were conducted, the consolidating effect of the
ethnic-cultural identity on Taiwanese national identity seemed surpassing
the straying effect of rational calculation of material interests.

Keywords : national identity, identity change, ethnic identity,
Taiwan-China relation, rational choice
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